Louis E. Willhauck 



Thoughts on Israel, veterans, the 



R ecently I have been contemplating 
a letter concerning one issue, then 
when the paper arrives, another 
jumps out at me from your pages. I 
suppose this is great, since it means that you 
are doing part of your job well by stirring 
thought on the issues of today. 

One issue concerns the several letters that 
attempt to defend Israel's reluctance to 
come to the peace table with its Arab 
neighbors, and how we should be solidly 
behind Israel. I would like to point out that 
Israel is probably one of the most racist and 
discriminatory regimes in the whole region. 
Didn’t they reject about 3,000 Ethiopian 
refugees whose “credentials” were insuffi- 
cient to prove the proper degree “jewness”? 
While we struggle locally to (forget expand 
and improve) merely maintain the status 
quo of services to our own citizenry, and with 
homelessness here in the United States, how 
can we justify $10,000,000,000 (count the 
zeros) in “home loan guarantees” to Israel? 
Nothing I have read or heard can realisti- 
cally justify our continuing to prop up Israel 
the way the U.S.S.R. propped up Cuba. I 
mean, Israel is a foreign country after all, as 
Mr. Shamir repeatedly reminds us; and not 
•the 51st state, yet our own federal govern- 
ment, with our tax dollars, is spending more 
on a non-U. S. entity and cutting more from 
its own citizens. I guess we need to send our 
homeless to Israel; we know they will be 
given a home there if this “home loan” deal 
goes through. 

It makes me wonder if all the cutbacks in 
the return of federal revenue to the states is 
not fueled by a concern that we have enough 
money to send to Israel. One of my friends 
remarked to me that taxes to the federal 
level are more appropriate than local taxes 
because from there, through the vehicle of 
revenue distribution, a more equitable 
overall effect can be achieved. I agreed with 
that point, but my response was, it's not 



working. People and institutions locally are 
suffering on a “real-time” basis from the so- 
called budget crunch. There is no lack of 
funds, just a lack of proper priorities for the 
distribution of those funds, most blatantly at 
the federal level and working its way down. 

Now, some may think that I am anti- 
Israel. No, I am pro- justice and pro- 
American, and I just don’t see a reason for 
the types of double standards we profess at 
an official level. All I long for is the 
enunciation of just what is “American 
Policy,” in complete sentences, not inco- 
herent gibberish. We condemn the racists in 
South Africa, but applaud the racists in 
Israel. We encourage ethnic nationalism in 
the Soviet Union and not in Yugoslavia, yet 
when the Baltics declared independence, 
despite the fact that we never recognized the 
annexation of the Baltics by the Soviet Union 
as a result of their pact with the Nazis, we 
hesitated to recognize them back into the 
community of nations. Maybe it is political 
suicide to speak clearly and completely 
about policies, but I sure wish somebody 
would. It might not turn out to be as suicidal 
as some think. 

There is much back and forth in your 
paper whenever columnist Roy Meachum 
discusses Israel or the Middle East in 
general, yet to me those who respond against 
Mr. Meachum are more narrowly focused in 
their outlook than what they accuse Mr. 
Meachum of being. Then there are others, 
such as Jan Thompson (letter, Sept. 4), who 
went to Israel and “saw but did not see.” 
The Israeli people were going about with 
“gas masks” while the Palestinians whose 
land and lives were taken from them by the 
Israelis had none. It was clear to me that the 
“good hearted” leaders of Israel would have 
grieved over the death of the Palestinians 
from lack of what every good Jewish citizen 
of Israel was given free (a gas mask). We 
talk about how horrible it was for Saddam 




Hussein to use "human shields,” but tell me 
if Israel, by denying the distribution of 
masks to the Palestinians, wasn’t doing the 
exact same thing. The result is that if 
Hussein would have used gas or biological 
weapons, the only people to be killed in great 
numbers in Israel would be the Palestinians. 

The denial of the commonality in humanity 
of one group by another is one of the most 
reprehensible aspects of human behavior. 
One group’s terrorists are another group’s 
patriots (or “freedom fighters,” if you will). 
There are two sides to every argument, and 
no one side has a monopoly on the truth. 
Obviously, this whole issue is one designed 
and perpetuated to give the American people 
a focus for their attention that is outside our 
own borders. I am trying to explain why we 
need to re-focus on domestic issues, at least 
to the same level of attention that we give 
foreign policy. If we are not able to solve our 
own problems, anything we do overseas is an 
extremely shallow effort at best. For far too 
many years we have been obsessed with 
issues foreign, not domestic. 

I noticed recently that the . “sunshine 
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economy . . . and more 



patriots” have basically put away I 
and gone back to living their lives in indif- 
ference. The Disabled American Veterans 
were in the mall trying to sell raffle tickets, 
with only a few takers as I could discern. We 
spent many millions on parades and 
extravaganzas for the self-aggrandizement 
of certain politicians, yet on those same days 
people were being evicted, businesses were 
going bankrupt, banks were closing, cars 
were getting flats by hitting unrepaired 
potholes, unemployment was increasing, 
wages of those who do have jobs frozen or 
decreasing, hate groups growing in strength, 
drugs and violence in the streets, and I could 
go on for pages. Let’s wake-up, let's put the 
same unity of effort to some constructive 
enterprise instead. And let's do it right here 
in the U.S., then if there is anything left 
over, then we can move out beyond our 
borders. Or at least, let’s shift the priorities 
a bit, so that our own citizens are not forced 
into slave labor and suffering for the sake of 
politics and foreign countries. 

With the smell of gunpowder barely 
cleared, the knives were back out cutting, 
not the "big bucks” weapons contracts, no, 
they are cutting Veterans Administration 
benefits, shortening and restricting medical 
services for the military, both active and 
retired, and generally making the GI’s life a 
little harder than before. As if it wasn't 
already tough enough. I wonder what the 
President and Congress are going to do for a 
pay raise for the GI, this year? See what I 
mean? If you take all things in perspective, 
in relation to the whole, you can only say that 
"something is very wrong here.” 

Another of your readers wrote about how 
we should be making our school system work 
more efficiently in order to compete with the 
Germans and the Japanese. I agree 
wholeheartedly with that gentleman’s letter. 
I'd like to add to his comments that when my 
son, who is trying to pursue a track toward 



course offerings last spring, we found 
COBOL programming had been dropped 
from the curriculum. Of course, the mecha- 
nisms that produce these decisions are only 
apparent after the decision is "locked in 
concrete.” But COBOL? That is maybe one 
of the primary business application lan- 
guages there is. 1 

True, how can we compete? We stress the 
nonsense, and ignore the essential. The 
schools need to be able to get back to the 
basics of fundamental education and the 
parents need to get back to the basics of 
fundamental parenting. The lines are shifted 
and I sympathize with the teachers, but I 
also fault them, in that they have allowed 
themselves to become too bureaucratic and 
in so doing neglected their mission in life and 
society, that is to educate the youth of this 
nation. Did you know that there is only one 
teacher in this county, as I understand it, 
who has had specific training in dealing w}th 
the problems of autistic children? And did 
you know that even with the controversy 
about the school budget, they (BoE) still say 
there isn't enough money in the budget to get 
this training for anyone else . . . maybe next 
year? I don't buy the excuses of bureaucrats, 
and the school system is top heavy with 
them. 

I think it’s about time for your paper to 
open an investigative reporting branch. 
Frederick County is certainly getting big 
enough to justify one. Please consider the 
possibility of doing so, I’m sure your readers 
can keep you well stocked with issues, and 
even without depending on reader input, I’m 
certain that scrutiny of the press could 
generate some very positive results. 

It was hard to know where to begin; now I 
guess it’s time to end (even though I’ve got 
about four more pages of stuff on my mind 
. . .). 

Louis E. WUlhauck lives in Frederick. 
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